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Current Use Assessment

Property Tax Savings for Stewardship
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My propeÉy values are so high -
how can I save money on taxes.,?
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What is Current Use Taxation?
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Current Use Taxation Laws and
Policies

RCW 84.33 RCW 84.33
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Three Current Use Taxation Programs

Created by State of Washinqton ¡n 1970

. Des¡gnâted Forestland
Eiye acres or more of contiguous
forest primar¡ly dêvoted to the growth
and harvest of timber,
An approved and ¡mplemented forest
stewardsh¡p plan may be required

Farm and Agr¡cultural Land
Production of l¡vestock or
agricultural commod¡t¡es,
Financ¡al requ¡rements
dependent on acreage.

Three Current Use CategorieslPrograms
Open Space/Public Benef¡t Rat¡n9 System
No set acreage requirement BllI:
Property must conta¡n one or more of the
program's defined open space resources.

Voluntary resource protection beyond
requ¡rements.

Examples ¡nclude native forest cover, stream
buffers, significant w¡ldl¡fe, farmland, pubtìc
recreation, h¡storic property.

(Timber Land)
(***has been merged ¡n Des¡gnated

Forestland via SB 6180)
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More on savings...

. Designated Forestland
$$$/acre based on tÌmber productivity potent¡al of land

. Farm and Agr¡culti¡ral Land
$$$/acre based on type of farm activ¡ty/product

. Publ¡c Benefit Rat¡ng System (PBRS)
percentage reduct¡on as determ¡ned by resource point system

What about Open Space/PBRS?

. Each county can choose to develop the¡r own un¡que PBRS open
space program

. Replaces a county's'o¡d'open space/open spêce clâss¡ficat¡on

. why? To establish more spec¡fic cr¡teria used to evaluate or rate
open space resource value on properties. Based on point system
and t¡ered level of sav¡ngs

. an approved and implemented forest stewardsh¡p plan can
be part of a PBRS program

. Some count¡es w¡th PBRS: Chelan, Douglas, Franklin, Island, San
Juan, Whatcom, P¡erce, Kitsap, Spokane, Thurston, Clallam and
Kin9...
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Selling

Change of ownership does not trigger or
requ¡re removal ¡f buyer ¡s cont¡nu¡no with
¡ncent¡ve program:

Letter of cont¡nuance to be
signed by buyer
+ Buyer contacts staff
+ Staff review property for

compliance
+ Staff educates buyer on

property enrollment/program
expectations

Buyer s¡gns Real Estate Excis€
Tax Affidav¡t (REEIA)

Property continues on in program

Withdrawal/Removal

PBRS, Farm and (Timber Land) (RCW 84.34):

. Owe up to seven (7) yeaß of past savings plus ¡nterest

Additionally, there w¡ll be a 2\o/o penalty if the tand has not
been ¡n the program for longer than 10 years and a two year
notice is not g¡ven

Forest Land (RCW 84.33)i

Removal "cost" based on current years sav¡ngs t¡mes years
enrolled, but not more than 10

Why not enroll my property in CUT?

Not enough qual¡fyinq ¡and

Fear of long term comm¡tment/program
requirements

Selljng soon

Savings too small

Need to sign county agreement (some
programs)

¡4onitor¡ng - county may check ¡n for
compliance
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King County's PBRS Program
(11405+ owners, L4,26O+ acres ênrollêd)

Adopted in 1992, Kcc chapter 20.36

Property must conta¡n at least one or more of the
def¡ned open space resources

Polnts awarded for voluntarily provid¡ng p@!cg!ia!
to resources bevond that reou¡red

. Total po¡nts translates ¡nto land value percentage
reduction (50o/o to 90olo) for the p@pqlL¡g¡_gi¿elCg
DarticiDatinq

Home sìte/pereonal use area NOT eligible for
current use reduction

Sample PBRS Categories

Surface water quality buffer
Slgnlf¡cant w¡ldllfe habitat

Equestr¡an-pedestr¡an tra¡l linkage

Farm and aqrlcultural land

Forest stewardsh¡p land

(greâter mânagement fl ex¡b¡¡¡ty)

Urban or rural open space

Histor¡c landmark

Aqu¡fer protection area

Public access

Wate6hed protect¡on area

Defrned ¡n PBRS Resource Informat¡on
document

Sample PBRS Enrollment

¡
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5.03 total acres; 4 acres/æ80o/o of enrolled; ã $1500 savings/yr.
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PBRS Historic Ag Enrollment

Be neighborly -
enroll with neighbors and everyone winsl

How much will I save?

Our favorite answer - It depends!

More po¡nts = more säv¡ngs,
averages $700 to $2500 per year

Smaller excluded area = greater
savings

5O - 9Ùo/o reduction of property tax
on qual¡ñ/ino land

0olo reduction on non-qualifying
land or improvements
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Open Space/PBRS Application
Process

Submit appl¡cat¡on ($480 fee) before December 31 (2016)

January 20!7 fee increases to $1200
K¡ng County staff vis¡ts property/reviews app (early 2017)

Staff recommendat¡on/report to appl¡cant and Hear¡ng Exam¡ner

Public hear¡ng (spr¡ng 2017)

Hearing Examiner rêcommendat¡on (cop¡es sent to County Counc¡1,
Assessor, applicant)
King County Counc¡l approval (by July 2017) - C¡ty Council approval
necessary as well if property located with¡n incorporated area

Agreement signed by landowner and County Counc¡l Cha¡r and
recorded on title (savings start in 2018)

Ng!q: Forestland and Farm applicat¡ons are processed by
Dept, of Assessments adm¡nistrat¡vely (May 7 approval)
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KC Public Benefit Rating Staff

Provide educatìon and techn¡cal
ass¡stance

Assist landowner with program
select¡on based on program cr¡ter¡a
and landowner objectives

Rev¡ew appl¡cation, s¡te
vis¡t/resource analysis and
recommendation for program
qualification

Staff hearings and act as advocate
for qualified property

Monitor for compl¡ance to ensure
program success

Work with Dept. of Assessments to
ensure smooth sales

King County contacts

Public Benef¡t Rðt¡ng System (PBRS):

BillBernste¡n(206)477-4643 ematl:bill,bernstein@ktngcounty.gov

MeganK¡m(206)477-4788 ematlimegan.k¡m@kingcounry,gov

Designated Forest Land and Fatm and Agr¡cultural Lands:

DebraClark(206)263-2374 email:Debra,Clark@ktngcounty,gov

l{ot ¡n K¡ng County? Start w¡th your Assess.,s Off¡ce..,
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Resources

PBRS and limber Land website:
htto://www.kinocountv.oov/environmen
t/stewardsh¡p/sustaina ble-
buildino/resource-orotection-
¡ncent¡ves.asDx

Department of Revenue

Revised Code of Washington (RCW),
Chapter 84.34 (Open Space, Farm and
Agricu¡tural land and TÍmber land) and
Chapter 84.33 (Forestland)

Wash¡ngton Adm¡n¡strative Code,
Chapter 458-30 (Open Space Taxation
Act rules)

httD://dor.wa.oov/docs/oubs/orop tax/openspace. pdf
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